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vulture short E, as in met

horned viper F, as in flower
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cobra J, asin jelly

basket, hillside |hard C or K, as in kind, Christmas, lack

mouth [ L, as in lisp, linger
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In 614 they stormed Jerusalem. Chosroes»s son-in-law ShaharbarZ
besieged the city; in his camp were 26,000 Jews eager to destroy Christian
sovereignty in their holy city. It is said that no less than 90,000 Christians
perished when Jerusalem fell.
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Heraclius reigned in 613) 4373). He was engaged in war with the Persian
King, Chosroes II. (Kusarai). The Jews in Tiberias, Nazara, and the inhabitants
of the mountains of Galilee, were for the Persians. Chosroes penetrated as far
as Jerusalem, which he besieged a long time, and took it at length in the month
of Sivan, 4374 (June, 614), by assault. He caused a terrible destruction in the
same, destroyed all the churches and monasteries, and carried the Christian
Patriarch away with him as prisoner of war. About 20,000 Christians lost their
lives in this catastrophe; those that remained were likewise carried away into
captivity by Chosroes. He next conquered all Palestine, Syria, and Egypt, and
carried off in every place a large number of Christians as slaves.
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"At the time when this prediction is said to have been
delivered, no prophecy could be more distant from its

accomplishment, since the first twelve years of
Heraclius announced the approaching dissolution of the
empire "
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A brief summary of the campaign unfortunately gives no idea of
the difficulties Heraclius encountered as he liberated Asia
Minor (622); fought in Armenia with allies found among the
Christian Caucasian peoples, the Lazi, the Abasgi, and the
Iberians (624); and struggled in far-distant Lazica while
Constantinople withstood a combined siege of Avars and
Persians (626). An alliance with the Khazars, a Turkic people
from north of the Caucasus, proved of material assistance in
those years and of lasting import in Byzantine diplomacy.
Heraclius finally destroyed the main Persian host at Nineveh in
627 and, after occupying Dastagird in 628, savoured the full

flavour of triumph when his enemy, Khosrow, was deposed and
murdered.
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